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On Tuesday, November 4, 2008, Katherine 
Sherrington was re-elected as the Gwinnett 
County Tax Commissioner for a seventh 
consecutive term.  The upcoming term will 
mark 25 years of service to the citizens of 
Gwinnett County. 

Sherrington was elected to her ® rst term in 
1984 as the ® rst female Tax Commissioner 
in Gwinnett and one of the ® rst two women 
elected to a county-wide of® ce in Gwinnett's 
history.  Following her ® rst election victory, she 
has remained in of® ce unopposed.  

One of Sherrington's most important 
accomplishments was her effort to improve the 
system in which motor vehicle tags were issued.  
Soon after being sworn-in in, she began lobbying 
the Georgia State Legislature to change to a 
year-round tag structure instead of tag renewals 
being processed en-masse at the beginning of 
each year.  

The old motor vehicle structure caused citizens 
extreme inconvenience and often had 
them standing in four to eight hour lines to 
renew tags!  

Georgia ® nally changed to the year-round 
structure that we now know today, where 
individual vehicle registrations expire on 
owner birthdays.  Sherrington's efforts were 
instrumental in improving this process not only 
for Gwinnett citizens but for all Georgians.

She also made signi® cant technological 
improvements.  Taxpayers can now use the 
Web to pay their property taxes and motor 
vehicle registrations using a credit card or an 
e-check.  The Tax Commissioner's website is the 
® rst of its kind allowing customers to pay their 
property taxes with an e-check.  Sherrington 
piloted the State initiative to allow vehicle tag 
payments through the State Department of 
Revenue.  

ªI am very pleased to continue my service to the 
citizens of Gwinnett County,º Sherrington said.  
ªThere is a bright future ahead for Gwinnett and a 
proud past.  I'm thankful to be a part of both.º

Katherine Sherrington addresses Gwinnett Citizens during the Norcross 
Human Services Center 10-year anniversary festivities.
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In 2009, all 1985 to 2006 model year 
gasoline-powered cars or light trucks (up 
to 8,500 lbs.) must have a valid Georgia 
emission inspection completed before 
registering or renewing tags.  

· Where to Go: Newer vehicles 
can be inspected at any 
emission inspection station. 
Vehicle models 1995 or older 
can only be inspected at 
stations marked ªAll Vehicles 
Welcome.º

· Inspect Early:  It is best to 
get your vehicle inspected 
four to six weeks before the 
registration renewal date (the 
® rst vehicle owner's birthday), 
in the event repairs need to be made. 
An emission inspection is valid for 12 
months or for one registration renewal 
by the same owner.

· Senior Exemptions:  If you are age 65 or 
older and are a registered owner of a 
vehicle 10 model years old or older, and 

2009 Emissions Requirements

if you drive less than 5,000 miles per 
year, you may be eligible for a senior 
exemption.  Apply by completing a 
Senior Exemption Application, available 
at any Gwinnett County Tag Of® ce, a 

Georgia Clean Air Force Waiver Center, 
or visit www.cleanairforce.com.

· Out-of-Area Extensions: If you (or a 
family member) and your Georgia-
registered vehicle are temporarily 
located well outside the 13-county 
emission testing area due to school, 

TAX  & T AG  N EWS

military or business obligations, 
you may qualify for an Out-of-Area 
Extension. Complete the application 
at any Gwinnett County Tag Of® ce, a 
Georgia Clean Air Force Waiver Center, 

or visit www.cleanairforce.com.

· Repair Waivers:  If your vehicle  
 requires a repair waiver, you  
 must apply at a Georgia Clean  
 Air Force Service Center   
 prior to registering or renewing  
 tags.  Additional paperwork may 
 be required.  Visit 
 www.cleanairforce.com to learn  
 more. 

Locations of Georgia Clean Air Force 
Waiver Center locations, as well as 

information for new Georgia residents, 
repair waivers or alternative fuel vehicles, 
are available at www.cleanairforce.com.  You 
will ® nd more valuable information at 
www.GwinnettTaxCommissioner.com or 
call the Department of Motor Vehicles 
Customer Service Center at 
770-822-8818 with questions or to 
request forms.  

Internet Listing of Unclaimed 
Refunds and Overpayments

The Gwinnett County Tax Commissioner has a web site option 
listed in the menu on the left hand side of the screen, called ªUn-
claimed Refunds.º 

By clicking on this link, you can get a current listing of unclaimed 
refunds and overpayments. This list provides taxpayers information 
that will help determine if they may be due a refund.

Citizens on the list should e-mail Daphne Burnett in the Gwinnett 
County Tax Commissioner's Of® ce, at 
Daphne.Burnett@GwinnettCounty.com.

Skip a Tri p
Save Gas and Time!

For a small convenience fee, you can 
renew your tags 

online using a credit card at 

www.GwinnettTaxCommissioner.com
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Several types of homestead exemptions 
have been enacted to reduce the burden 
of ad valorem taxation for eligible 
homeowners.  These exemptions apply 
to property owned and occupied by a 
taxpayer at his or her legal residence as 
of January 1 of the tax year.  Also, any 
vehicles owned by Gwinnett County 
homeowners must be registered in 
Gwinnett County.

You may apply for regular homestead 
exemptions year round, but you 
must apply by March 1 to receive the 
exemption for that tax year.  You may 
apply in several ways:

Use tax@gwinnettcounty.com to request an 
application via e-mail.  You can request an 
application over the phone at 
770-822-8800.

Applying f or V arious Property Tax  Exemptions

Mail your request for an application to:  

Gwinnett County Tax Commissioner 
Attn - Property Tax Department 
75 Langley Drive, 
Lawrenceville, GA  30045

You can apply in person at the Property 
Tax Department Customer Service 
of® ce, located in the Gwinnett Justice 
and Administration Center at 75 Langley 

Drive in Lawrenceville.  Of® ce hours 
are 8:30am to 5:00pm, Monday ± Friday 
except holidays.

Regular homestead exemptions are 
automatically renewed each year 
unless there is a change in ownership, 
a name or spelling correction on the 
deed, the taxpayer seeks to qualify for 
a different type of exemption or if the 
eligibility requirements can no longer be 
met by the homeowner.  Only one person 
needs to apply if more than one name 
appears on the deed.

In addition to the regular homestead 
exemption, several special homestead 
exemptions exist for eligible seniors 
and certain disabled persons including 
veterans.  When applying for special 

-continued on page 4-

December Holiday Schedule

In observance of the upcoming Christmas and New Year's holidays, the Gwinnett County Tax Commissioner's tag of® ces will be 
following a revised holiday schedule.  

Christmas W eek, December 21 ± December 27, 2008
Monday ± Wednesday:   All tag of® ces open

Thursday ± Saturday:     All tag of® ces closed

New Year's Day W eek

Lawrenceville and Norcross Tag Of® ces

Open:
Monday, December 29, 2008
Tuesday, December 30, 2008
Wed nesday, December 31, 2008

Closed:
Thursday , January 1, 2009
Fri day, January 2, 2009

Peachtree Corners and Snellville 
Tag Of® ces

Open:
Tuesday, December 30, 2008
Wed nesday, December 31, 2008
Fri day, January 2, 2009

Closed:
Monday, December 29, 2008
Thursday , January 1, 2009

North Gwinnett Tag Of® ce

Open :  
Tuesday, December 30, 2008
Wed nesday, December 31, 2008
Fri day, January 2, 2009
Saturda y, January 3, 2009

Closed:
Monday, December 29, 2008
Thursday , January 1, 2009

The day following a holiday is typically a very busy day, so please plan accordingly.
To view a detailed holiday schedule, please visit our website.
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Applying f or V arious Property Tax  Exemptions

State Vehicle Registration Computer Shut-Down Period to 
Affect Saturda y Tag Of® ce Hours

The Georgia Department of Revenue will 
be performing scheduled maintenance on 
its vehicle registration computer system 
in December.

During this scheduled maintenance 
period, the vehicle registration system 
will be inaccessible to tag of® ces.  The 
impact will be as follows:

1. The North Gwinnett Branch Tag 
Of® ce, located at 2735 Mall of Georgia 
Boulevard in Buford, will be closed on 
Saturda y, December 13 .

2. Internet and telephone tag renewals 
will not be accessible from 

 Fri day, December 12  at 7pm 
through Monday, December 15  at 
6am. 

-from page 3-
homestead exemptions, you may be 
required to provide your prior year 
income tax returns as many special 
exemptions require income veri® cation.

To view all exemptions and their 
requirements as well as to ® nd more 
information, visit 
www.GwinnettTaxCommissioner.com.

Locations and Contacts
(Please note new tag of® ce days 

and hours of operation)

Proper ty Tax Of® ce
Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center

75 Langley Drive 
Lawrenceville, GA 30045

8:30am - 5pm
Monday - Friday

Lawrence ville Tag Of® ce
750 South Perry Sreet., 1st  ̄oor

8am - 6pm
Monday - Thursday

Norcross Tag Of® ce
5030 Georgia Belle Court, Suite 1013

8am - 6pm
Monday - Thursday

North Gwinnett Tag Of® ce
2735 Mall of Georgia Boulevard

8am - 6pm
Wed nesday - Saturday

Peachtree Cor ners Tag Of® ce
5270 Peachtree Parkway

8am - 6pm
Tuesday - Friday

Snellville  Tag Of® ce
2845 Lenora Church Road

8am - 6pm
Tuesday - Friday

Motor V ehicle Information:
770-822-8818

Operators available 8:30am - 5:00pm 
Monday - Friday

tag@gwinnettcounty.com

Proper ty Tax Information:
770-822-8800

Operators available 8:30am - 5:00pm 
Monday - Friday

tax@gwinnettcounty.com

www.GwinnettTaxCommissioner.com


